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GGGiiivvveee   TTThhhaaannnkkksss!!!   
November 4, 5 and 6 

7-8-9 Confirmation Retreat 

 

November 5 

All Saints Sunday 

New Members Received 

 

November 19 

Bake Sale and Soup Lunch 

 

November 20 

Response Sunday 

Pancake Breakfast 

 

November 27 

First Sunday of Advent 
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Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, "Before I 

formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were 

born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to 

the nations."  Then I said, "Ah, Lord God! Truly I do 

not know how to speak, for I am only a boy." But the 

Lord said to me, "Do not say, ‘I am only a boy'; for you 

shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak 

whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I 

am with you to deliver you, says the Lord."     

                    Jeremiah 1:4-8 
 

Have you ever had serious doubts as to whether God was 

with you? I think that even and especially as people of faith 

there are those times. There might even be times that are 

so bad that circumstances in your life may even cause you 

to wonder if God may have forsaken you. Or it might just 

be that you are wondering what God has in store for your 

life, (or the rest of your life.)  
 

To each and every challenge that we face in this life, the 

call of Jeremiah emphasizes that God is intimately involved 

with God’s people. From before he was born, God already 

had Jeremiah in mind for this special vocation to be God’s 

prophet, before God formed him in his mother’s womb, 

God already intimately knew him (verse 5). And in verse 

8, God ensures the prophet of God’s enduring presence -- 

a promise that is beautifully illustrated by the reference to 

God touching Jeremiah’s mouth (verse 9), so giving him 

the words to speak. 

 

Despite this affirmation of God’s presence, Jeremiah still 

voices his feelings of being incapable of fulfilling his mission. 

Echoing the psalms of lament in verse 6, “Ah Lord God!”, 

Jeremiah states that he is very young, only a boy. With this 

hesitation, it is clear that as elsewhere in the biblical 

witness, God uses ordinary, fallible human beings to serve 

as God’s witnesses. Truly in the very difficult 

circumstances captured in the book Jeremiah, which 

would also throughout Jeremiah’s life cause him much pain 

and the suffering, the only way the prophet would be able 

to fulfill his calling is due to God working through him.  

The God who created the cosmos and who created you 

knows you every bit as intimately as Jeremiah. Before you 

were born God consecrated you for a special purpose. It 

might be teacher, mechanic, sales associate, business 

owner, parent, spouse, or any of a zillion other things. 

Regardless, you are called to live out that calling faithfully.  
 

And like Jeremiah and so many Biblical figures, we may not 

always feel up to the task. The excuses are many, but 

God’s response is always the same, “I am with you.”  
 

This month God will be with us as we welcome new 

members on All Saints Sunday. God will be with us as we 

remember those saints in our lives who have been called 

from this life into the Church triumphant. God will be 

with us as we give thanks for all of those baptized here in 

the last year. And God will be with us as we share our 

support for what Jesus is doing in and through St. Philip’s 

Lutheran Church and submit our promises to support 

Christ’s ministry with our prayers and time and talents 

and treasure. As children of God we can never say, “I am 

only. . .” for in everything we do it is God who gives us 

the strength and ability and even the money to do them. 

And we do them to the glory of God.” Thanks be to God! 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Geier 
 

 

Preschool Chatter 
 

October was Fire Prevention month and the ELC had 

Hastings Fire Fighters come to St. Philip’s to talk about fire 

safety. They did a fantastic job teaching the kids about 

what to do during a fire. They put on all their gear so the 

kids had an idea of what they would look like and know 

that they aren’t “scary”. They also brought a fire truck and 

the kids were able to get a close look at it. Each 

preschooler went home with their own fire hat which of 

course was a big hit along with hearing the fire truck horn 

honking and lights flashing as it left our parking lot! Thank 

you to our Hastings Fire Department for all they do for 

our community! 
 

To celebrate Halloween the kids and staff held a Hawaiian 

Luau.  We had ham, pineapple and of course poi (vanilla 

pudding).  It was a fun day filled with great crafts, games 

and trick or treating to end our Halloween parties.  
  
November will bring colder weather and a feast to help us 

understand the meaning of Thanksgiving.  
 

Kim Sill 

Early Learning Center Director 
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- AMONG OUR OWN - 
 

Congratulations to… 

Robert John Weiszel on his baptism. 

 

Sympathies to… 

Terry and Suzanne Lee as they mourn the death of 

their sister-in-law Marlene Wiegand. 

David, Holly and Faith Forstad as they mourn the 

death of their mother/grandmother Janet Forstad. 

 
 

Thank You!   
 

A recent request for new socks and undergarments for 

student age children resulted in a nice full basket of 

donations. Thank you to all who put gifts of new 

merchandise in the basket. The items were a part of a 

clothing sale for new residents to this country who live in 

and around the Center for Changing Lives which is the 

LSS program center in Minneapolis.  Gently used clothing 

was offered at very modest prices along with the new 

merchandise. Glenda Schnirring and Deborah Dreher 

helped work on sale day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Thank you so much for the Mary Fischer scholarship 

award!  I am honored to have received a scholarship that 

honors such a wonderful woman and such an important 

member of St. Philip’s.  I will definitely put this money to 

good use at UW-Madison where I am studying Biology and 

Pre-Med. 

 

Thank you, 

Erin Henrichs 
 

 

 

Thank you to all who show up to put together the 

newsletter and get it ready to be mailed every month.  I 

really appreciate you for taking your time to come do this 

task.  It makes all the difference and I am thankful for you. 

 

Lista Klocow 

JOIN OUR BIBLE STUDY ON ACTS 

WEDNESDAY 

MORNINGS!  

You are invited 

to join Pastor 

Geier and a 

whole bunch of 

neat sisters and 

brothers of 

Christ as we 

continue studying the book of Acts on Wednesday 

mornings from 10:30-11:30 am. We are journeying with 

Peter and the disciples along with Paul and Barnabas. 

Come join the conversation and learn about how God’s 

Holy Spirit was working through the early church and how 

that same Spirit is working through the church today!  

 
 

 

 

Teen Talk  
 
Galatians 6:10 “As we have opportunity, let us do good to all 

people, especially to those who belong to the family of 

believers.” 

 

What is better—to serve those far away or those close to 

home? There’s not really a better, but a few things to 

think about. We start our lives of service within our 

family. We help with chores, hold the door open, and 

carry in groceries. These things are service to our family. 

Then, we move outward, taking those skills with us to 

school, to our friends’ homes, and to wherever we spend 

time. From there, there’s even more options on where to 

serve. We can serve our city populations, visit nursing 

homes, help other peoples’ children to read, and donate 

to a place like Hastings Family Service. And beyond! There 

are whole trips planned around the purpose of service, 

because there is need in every corner of the earth and we 

are called to be God’s hands and feet. In all of this, though, 

there’s the reminder to not forget where you came from. 

Sometimes it’s easy to forget or take for granted the ones 

we see every day, or the ones who take care of us every 

Sunday in our mission for outreach and care. Paul 

reminded the churches in Galatia to take care of each 

other and to do good for their church family. Yes, reach 

out, spread the good news to the unchurched, feed the 

hungry, love the unlovable—and remember to check in 

with the people who first taught you about Jesus.  

 

All the best,  

Stephanie Becken  

Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  

 

Marita Legreid 

presents another LSS 

volunteer with St. 

Philips' donations the 

evening before the 

event 
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Sunday School Minute 
 

Hebrews 13:16 “And do not forget to do good and to share 

with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” 

 

November’s theme is ‘Serve with Purpose’. The idea of 

being helpful is something many young children love. They 

want to be the one to help their teacher—to be trusted 

with a classroom duty. They also like to help others—

holding open doors, carrying grocery bags, and even 

helping to guide a child younger than themselves. These 

moments of service are laying foundation for a life of 

service. Sometimes helping others is not fun—sometimes 

it is messy, expensive, hard, and thankless. Remembering 

why we serve, with the glory always to God, can help 

make those moments of discouragement short-lived. 

When you talk about service, give the glory and honor to 

God! 

 

 

SOUND BYTES 

Greetings from your audio-visual booth (aka 

sound booth)! Hopefully you've noticed the 

increased use of the screens during Sunday 

worship and the graphics enhance your 

worship experience. Our audio-visual team 

works hard to provide a ministry of sight and 

sound to our congregation. The addition of 

graphics at both services requires us to schedule two 

team members for each worship service. This provides us 

an opportunity to expand our team and open ministry 

opportunities for additional volunteers. We hope that 

there may be a few who would like to experience the 

challenge and satisfaction of an increased role in worship 

by joining our team. No experience is necessary--we will 

train you! If you are interested or have questions, please 

email John Diischer at either johnd@splchastings.org or 

jdiischer@embarqmail.com or call the church office. 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT FORUM meets at 

9:40 am in the Learning Room.  November’s topic is “My 

Neighbor is a Muslim” 

 

November 6 Session 2:  What Muslims Believe 

about God, Jesus and Christianity 
 

November 13 Session 3:  Who is My Neighbor?  Isla, 

Christianity and Money/Material 
 

November 20 Session 4:  What is Jihad?  Sin, 

Salvation and Politics in Christianity 

and Islam 
 

November 27 No Adult Forum 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early in October we closed the books on September 

financials.  The Finance Team is happy to recap the 

following details. 

 

General and Miscellaneous Fund thru 9/30/16: 

  Actual Budget Actual  

Year to Date:  9/16  9/16  9/15 

Income:   $378,892 $388,392 $375,022 

Expenses:  $363,075 $403,130 $326,164 

Over/(short):  $15,817     ($14,738)$48,858 

 

Capital Fund Year to Date: 

 $117,919 $135,000 $138,596  

  

Where does all the money go after it is placed in the 

offering plate?  Here are a few highlights from the month 

of September. 

 

 One of seven teams counted the offering and 

deposited in the bank each Sunday. 

 Sunday School started; 64 students (up from 52 last 

year) have enrolled with 13 adult and 8 youth 

teachers.  

 Confirmation classes began; 42 students with 5 

volunteer and 2 staff teachers. 

 In addition to preaching four sermons, pastor taught 4 

confirmation classes and 2 “Faith & Politics” sessions 

for Adult Spiritual Growth. 

 Pastor participated in 4 text studies on Narrative 

Lectionary in Red Wing, Minnesota. 

  

Many thanks for your continued support in the ministry of 

St. Philip’s! 

 

 

BIBLE READINGS THIS MONTH. You are 

encouraged to engage in weekly sermon preparation.  

Your worship experience can be greatly enhanced by 

reading and studying the scripture lesson in advance.  Take 

the time to read ahead and see how God's Word speaks 

to you. 

 

November 6:  Jonah 1:12-17, 3:1-10 [4:1-11] 

November 13:  Isaiah 6:1-8 

November 20:  Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; 31:31-34 

November 27:  Daniel 6:6-27 

mailto:johnd@splchastings.org
mailto:jdiischer@embarqmail.com
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STEWARDSHIP SEASON IS HERE and it's a joy to 

celebrate it! Stewardship chair, 

Glenda Schnirring, expresses it this 

way:  Every day is a time when I 

remember to thank God for the 

gift of my life, and all the goodness I 

discover in others as I live out each 

day. I am a child of God first and 

foremost and in that awareness I 

choose to give to St. Philip's, 

knowing that the furtherance of His 

kingdom is in good hands.   

 

Growing in my financial stewardship has been a gradual 

experience for me which began many years ago when 

accepting my first job.  It continued after marriage when 

Erwin and I joined the church in our new town as soon as 

we had arrived. Pastors, lay leaders and life experience 

itself have shown me that to be generous in one's giving 

opens ones heart to giving even more. 

 

I personally try hard to grow my financial stewardship 

response each year.  I'm well aware that God walks with 

me in my daily journey of life wanting me to be His 

witness to the world.  Since I know I can't do that alone, I 

look to my congregation, St. Philip's, to be that instrument 

of delivery for me.  I know my gifts to St. Philip's multiply 

more than any other investment I could make. 

 

The gifts you and I give go in countless directions from 

keeping our beautiful church maintained, to hiring a God-

fearing staff that wants the best for everyone. Our gifts 

also go beyond all that to the outreaches of our state and 

world which we cannot reach individually but a portion of 

our St. Philip's giving does.  

 

Along with the stewardship team of Al Todnem, Gerri 

Lundby, LuAnn Rechtzigel, Ron Wegener and Connie Ball 

I am intent on making the opportunity to reach the hearts 

of you, our fellow members, a fun and rewarding 

stewardship season.  

 

The stewardship emphasis for 2017 will be revealed to 

you in the coming weeks: 

 October 30 - First Sunday of formal stewardship 

messaging including member Donnie Richards  

 November 6 - Continued stewardship emphasis with 

member Susan Nelson sharing her insights 

 November 13 - Synod guest, Jessica Moes, with 

ELCA's young adults in Global Mission program will 

give an eye witness account of her work in our 

behalf.   

 November 20 - Stewardship Response Sunday.  The 

first day of gathering in the "Response Cards" of 

intent. One's response on the 2017 card is for 

General Fund giving only.  (Capital Fund giving is 

separate from General Fund giving) Please do not 

note what you do give, or will give to the Capital 

Fund on the 2017 response card. All households will 

receive their response card by mail in mid-

November.  

 The fun continues with an all-congregation pancake, 

sausage, and fruit breakfast from 9:30 to 10:30 am.  

A final stewardship message will be offered by a 

member at this service also.  

Pray for an earnest and joy-filled response of support for 

God's work through our hearts and hands in 2017.  
 

 

A PANCAKE BREAKFAST will be held in conjunction 

with our Stewardship Response 

Sunday on November 20.  A few 

additional men are needed to help 

with some of the chores to pull this 

off.  Help is needed with the set-up 

on Saturday, November 19 and 

serving, cooking and clean-up on Sunday, November 20. 

 A sign-up sheet will be posted on the kiosk in the 

narthex.   Thanks in advance.   Al Todnem, Stewardship 

Ministries Team.  

 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD NATIONAL 

COLLECTION WEEK:  November 14-21.  

Christmas is right around the corner 

and so is packing shoeboxes for 

Operation Christmas Child!  

 

Start thinking about and shopping 

now to fill those wonderful gift-filled 

shoeboxes!  Boxes available in the narthex. 

 

 

CALLING ALL KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS 

Operation Christmas Child is happening and a cute 

addition to that box is a knitted or crocheted purse for a 

young girl.  If you would be interested in creating one or 

more there are samples in the mailbox next to the office.  

We do not have a pattern but perhaps you could find one 

online or make it up.  They are approximately 7” x 4 ½” 

with a handle.  If you have any questions, contact Camille 

Nelson. 

 

 

OFFERING COUNTERS NEEDED – If you would be 

interested in being an offering counter contact John 

Bergland at 630-269-8507.   
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Pastor Geier in classroom mode as he leads a discussion  

on Religion and Politics 

14th ANNUAL BAKE SALE AND SOUP LUNCH -

Please join us for the 14th Annual 

Bake Sale and Soup Lunch on 

Saturday, November 19.  There 

will be baked goods galore, and 

that includes all the traditional 

Scandinavian delicacies.  Shopping that day will alleviate 

some of the pressure of planning and preparing those 

important upcoming holiday events. 
 

It will be a day when families can enjoy a hearty, 

reasonably priced meal together.  Three homemade 

soups, Hamburger Vegetable, Turkey Wild Rice and Bean 

and Ham, will be featured.  Serving begins at 10:30 am and 

runs through 1:30 pm for sit-down meals.  For only $5.50 

these meals include a bowl of soup, beverage, warm roll 

and Rice Krispie Treat.  For people wishing to purchase 

take-out, a quart of soup is $8 and those orders will also 

be processed beginning at 10:30 am. 
 

Many volunteers are needed for this event.  Sign-up sheets 

are available in the Narthex and you are invited to help as 

much as possible.  In addition to volunteers, large 

quantities of baked good are necessary.  Please bring 

baked goods to the church any time on Friday, November 

18, and especially between 5:30-7:00 pm.  Please wrap 

each item in clear plastic wrap, label with the name of 

each item.  Especially important is to indicate such things 

as "Nuts, Peanut Butter and Gluten-Free." 
 

The committee is pleased to announce that Thrivent 

Financial is providing a grant through their Action Team 

Program and this grant will allow dollars for the purchase 

of some of the soup-making ingredients.  Volunteers will 

be given blue shirts to wear the day of the sale. 
 

Why do we do this and why do we support the project? 

We are helping to fulfill the mission of St. Philip's Lutheran 

Church.  Proceeds will go 

towards Bible Story Books 

for three-year olds, Bibles 

for 3rd graders, Feed My 

Hungry Children Program, 

Youth Mission Projects and 

a scholarship for a high 

school Tanzanian girl. 

 Please note the picture of 

our scholarship recipient, 

Esther Paulo.  Thanks be to 

God for your extreme 

generosity and creativity which shines through brightly. 

 

 

I am thankful for… 

ADULT BAPTISM - The adult 

Baptism for Robert Weiszel took 

place during the worship service on 

October 2. Bob is a resident at the 

home of Beth and Wayne 

Fahlstrom.  The photo shows Bob 

proudly holding his Certificate of 

Baptism and a hand tied blanket, a 

gift from the youth of the 

congregation.  

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY ON 

RELIGION AND POLITICS - Pastor Geier recently 

completed a five-Sunday series on a non-partisan overview 

of Religion and Politics.  Working off the Smart TV screen 

and his computer, Pastor Geier, conducted point by point 

discussion on the Biblical connection to political  

participation and respectful while challenging regard for  

politics. The session was well attended and very 

appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THANKSGIVING FOOD BAGS FOR HASTINGS 

FAMILY SERVICE - Bags are available in the Narthex 

for people who would like to donate Thanksgiving meals 

to Hastings Family Service. This long-standing ministry in 

Hastings has served Hastings residents for many years at 

Thanksgiving time and is an opportunity for every family 

to have a special meal. Many of those HFS serves include 

the elderly and families with children. Bags can be picked 

up at St. Philip’s and returned before November 21. The 

SPLC youth will be sorting and packaging the food from 

there so it can be delivered to Hastings Family Service 

before Thanksgiving. 
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GOGGLE GAIT, a 2k and 8k run/walk on Thanksgiving 

morning started in 1998 as a small 

race to raise some additional 

money for the Hastings Family 

Service.  Years later, they are still 

raising money to benefit Hastings 

Family Service! There is now an 

average well over 2,000 walkers and runners each year, 

and have consistently been one of the Twin Cities' largest 

Thanksgiving Day runs! Many families have made it their 

traditional way to kick off the holiday season! 

 
The race registration fees, paired with the hard work of 

race volunteers and the generosity of over 150 sponsors 

from around the community, have enabled Gobble Gait to 

raise over a MILLION DOLLARS for Hastings Family 

Service!  Not to mention the tons of food that our race 

day food drive has brought in! These funds are used by 

Hastings Family Service to provide assistance to families in 

need of basic necessities like food, transportation and 

clothing.  

 

This year, St. Philip’s is joining in on sponsoring this event. 

We hope you can make it out with your St. Philip’s pride 

on a day we celebrate our blessings. It's such a fun and 

healthy way to give back!  We hope you make Gobble 

Gait a part of your Thanksgiving tradition!" 

 

 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT “FAIR 

TRADE”? Fair Trade products are grown or 

manufactured by small farmers or craft persons, usually in 

third world countries.  The producers work together in 

cooperative-like groups supported by a non-profit agency.  

Thus they receive the income directly, instead of supplying 

larger organizations that would take most of the profit.  

 

One of the non-profits agencies is Lutheran World Relief. 

Since 1996, Lutherans in the U.S have supported small-

scale farmers around the world by purchasing Fair Trade 

items.  Helping them get fair prices for their crops enables 

them to support their families and build stronger 

communities. 

 

St. Philip’s WELCA offers Fair Trade coffee, tea and 

chocolate for sale every few Sundays. No income is 

generated for WELCA; this is a mission in partnership 

with LWR.  Thank you for your support and purchases.  

 

 

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT - Have you seen the 

Luther’s Small Catechism app by Augsburg Fortress? This 

free App is available for Apple products and Android. Do 

a quick search and download it today!  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP IS BACK 

WITH…SANDWICHES AND SERVICE!  7th-12th 

graders are invited for a light dinner and service projects. 

We will be meeting November 2, 9 and 16 from 5:30-6:25 

pm. During this time we will sort the Thanksgiving food 

donations, prep for the Christmas Adopt-a-Family project, 

work on a project for the Early Learning Center and talk 

about possible spring and summer service (Senior High 

Trip) opportunities. All 7th-12th graders are encouraged to 

attend any portion of the time. Friends are welcome as 

well! Contact Stephanie Becken with any questions. 

 

 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN - November 30 

5:00-8:30 pm. Our confirmation program is hitting the 

road for service and they’re welcoming the congregation 

to join in the serving fellowship fun! 7th, 8th, and 9th grade 

confirmation students will be loading up on a bus to 

Eagan’s Feed My Starving Children. Students need to be at 

church at 5:00 pm. We will be back by 8:30 pm (last year, 

it was closer to 8:15 pm). If you’d like to join us, please let 

Stephanie Becken know, so she can get you more 

information. 

 

 

ADOPTING A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS - St. 

Philip’s has worked with Hastings Family Service for many 

years in the Adopting a Family for Christmas program. 

Last year, 423 families were served by this program. St. 

Philip’s usually adopts a few of these families to supply gifts 

for. We will know more about the families after 

November 16 (adoption day!). When we know our gift 

requests, a tree-board will be put up with gift requests 

along with estimated cost and the date we need them 

back. Keep your eye open for this loving ministry 

opportunity. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM!  This year’s Christmas 

program is December 11 at the 10:30 am worship service. 

Families are encouraged to invite visitors—extended 

family, teachers, neighbors—anyone they want to share 

God’s story of promise with—and also to plan to stay 

after for cookies! 

 

 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS - Read along with us! “Advent 

See-Son” devotions are available starting November 20. 

Don’t be deterred by the ‘for teens and young adults’, this 

devotion guide is a great start to getting in the advent 

state of mind for all ages. Family devotions will also be 

available. “Let’s Go See the Savior!” has scriptures, 

activities, and prayers for children and families to enjoy 

during the advent season.  
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PARTS AND 

VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP – Sign-up sheets will be 

available from November 6-26. Parts will be posted 

November 27. The Christmas program is for all students 

from preschool-6th grade. There are parts for children 

even younger, and older students in middle school and 

high school are welcome to provide musical additions to 

the program. Volunteer opportunities will also be 

posted—this is a fun and short-term opportunity to get to 

minister with our youngest brothers and sisters.  

 

 

PRE-CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PARTY - November 

27 at 9:30-10:30 am in the Community Room (there is no 

Sunday School). Families are invited to put their mark on 

the Christmas program! We will get out the Christmas 

program props, hang costumes, make new items needed 

for the program, decorate the common area, and enjoy 

fellowship together. This is a busy and important hour for 

kick-starting the Christmas Program with excitement and 

joy. Families with students of all ages are welcome to join 

in the fun! 

 

 

RIVER VALLEY BAND CHRISTMAS CONCERT - 

The River Valley Concert Band, under the direction of Mr. 

Rufino Ochoada, is pleased to offer our fifth annual 

Christmas Concert for the enjoyment of the Hastings, 

Prescott and surrounding communities.  The concert will 

be held at St. Philip’s on Sunday, December 4 at 3 pm.   

The program will include your Christmas favorites such as 

“Carol of the Bells”, “Sleigh Ride” and many others.   As a 

special attraction, the string ensemble “PONTICELLI” 

under the direction of Sarah Lockwood will offer 

Christmas selections as well.  This concert will provide a 

wonderful focus for your Christmas season.  So come, 

bring the kids and bring a friend too.   A food donation to 

Hastings Family Service will be gathered and a free will 

offering to support the Band will be taken. Merry 

Christmas to All! 

 

 

POINSETTIAS WILL BEAUTIFY THE 

SANCTUARY at Christmas time again this year.  Sign- 

up sheets will be available on the kiosk for you to sign up 

to purchase one in memory or in honor of loved ones.  

Choose a white, pink or red poinsettia.  Cost is $10.50.  

Deadline is December 11.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARY CHRLSON GETS SURPRISED - St. Philip’s 

member Mary Charlson was welcomed at her recent 

meeting of Inviting Ministries with a surprise shower 

honoring her recent marriage to Michael Louden.  Mary 

was presented a gift while the committee enjoyed bubbly 

grape juice and filled cups of mints and nuts. A great time 

was had by all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 the South Cluster of 

WELCA had a gathering where they received an update 

from the synodical women’s group and from the triennial 

coordinator.  The speaker for the day was the volunteer 

coordinator from the Link C.O.R.E. program who told 

them about the 50-70 homeless youth they serve in 

Dakota County. The 33 participants from 7 churches in 

the south cluster of which St. Philip’s belongs assembled 

80 hygiene kits for those youth plus extra items that were 

also collected and donated.  Thank you to those who 

donated hygiene products for the hygiene kits.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Charlson 

recently honored 

at her committee 

meeting following 

her recent 

marriage to 

Michael Louden 

November 
6 
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Behind the scenes making the rolling balls are Ruth 

Jackson, Mary Lou Christenson and Sharon Moody 

If St. Philp's would 

crown a "Lefse King", 

it would have to be 

Jim Zeimet who year 

after year comes and 

rolls perfectly formed 

circles of lefse for 

WELCA's fundraiser 

Sue Cruse 

coordinates the  

3-time lefse group 

effort. She's an 

excellent roller 

herself and has 

competently led the 

annual event for  

many years. 

Two rolling and turning veterans are 

Darla Kimmes and Patty Todnem 

 

Gerri Holmseth is in 

charge of quality 

control and packaging.  

She cools and handles 

the lefse rounds for 

packaging.  Fifty two 

packages made the 

"cut" for the first lefse 

work night 

2016 LEFSE KICK-OFF - WELCA leadership is the 

driver for the annual effort to make on-site lefse to 

support its annual Bake Sale and Soup Luncheon.  WELCA 

supports the full education of a young woman in Tanzania 

along with other worthy projects with its proceeds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Early Learning 

Center got an up close 

demonstration of lefse 

making along with a 

sample of the freshly 

made delicacy 
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Pastor Geier assisted by Youth Director Stephanie Becken 

lays hands on each Confirmand in prayerful dedication 

and affirmation of that person's vows 

Expressions of blessings are extended to each young person 

as the congregation leaves the sanctuary. Pictured is  

Ione Orr who pays close attention to the development  

of St. Philip's young people through their school years. 

ST. PHILIP’S CONFIRMS SIXTEEN YOUNG 

PEOPLE - On October 2, St. Philip's proudly witnessed 

the Confirmation of sixteen of its young people. Family 

members nearly filled the church for the milestone event 

of one's faith life. The vows taken by the young people on 

this day adopts the vows received at Baptism to the newly 

Confirmed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 Confirmation Class 

Back Row:  Pastor Gregory Geier, Evan Rumann, Nick 

Ratgen, Brandon Holm, Tommy Rowan, Joe Carlson, Lydia 

Carda, Isabella Martineau, Stephanie Becken 

Front Row: Lance Anderson, Sam Witt, Levi Evans, Grace 

Wurgler, Sydni Nelson, Elizabeth Barker, Claire Glade 

Not pictured:  Jorgen Linne’, Robyn Williams 

 

Joyful expressions are on the faces of the Confirmands  

as they await their call to the altar 

Claire Glade enthusiastically embraces her Grandmother  

in the reception line. 

Every Confirmand wore a red stole of their own design 

which becomes a significant keepsake of this important day. 
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Professional pictures being taken by Kim Hoffbeck 

A labyrinth was created by the confirmation class in 

the old narthex.  It is designed to prayerfully walk 

through the maze.  Check it out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evan Rumann is happy to share his day with 

his visiting family members. 

Sydni Nelson is surrounded by her parents 

Heidi and Quentin and her sister Averi 

A special gift 

for the 

confirmands 

The confirmation 

class planted a 

beautiful fall planter 

that graces the front 

door entry 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 

   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

Stephen Hilding, Praise Music Worship Leader 

 stephenh@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministries 

   stephanieb@splchastings.org 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 

 johnd@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.spelcpreschool.com  
 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Schedule: 

8:30 and 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:35-10:25 am 

Adult Forum 9:40-10:20 am 

Holy Communion the first three Sundays of the 

month  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stephenh@splchastings.org

